The effects of castration and testosterone administration on mast cells and hydroxyproline in rat skin.
In rat skin of both sexes, significantly higher concentrations of mast cells were observed in the genital area as compared with the skin of the back. The hydroxyproline (HPL) value in the preputial skin was half that in the dorsal skin. The influence of castration and the administration of testosterone on male rat skin mast cells and HPL were investigated. A possible relationship was pointed out between HPL value and the mast cell population of the skin.